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NEWS

GIANTS` BEDROSIAN IS A LONG, LONG
WAY FROM LAST PLACE AND THE
By Ray Didinger and Knight-Ridder Newspapers
Chicago Tribune • Oct 08, 1989 at 12:00 am

SAN FRANCISCO — This is where Steve Bedrosian belongs. The

National League Championship Series, maybe the World Series. Big

games in which the late innings belong to the gunfighters.

''The great relief pitchers are usually at their best in these (pressure)

situations,'' San Francisco Giants manager Roger Craig said. ''And I

put Steve Bedrosian in that class. He`s a great competitor, one of the

best.''

''I thrive on it,'' Bedrosian said of a situation such as the NL playoffs

against the Cubs.

Bedrosian pitched well for the 3 1/2 seasons he was in Philadelphia.

He won the Cy Young Award in 1987 and saved a club-record 103

games, but mostly he was a closer on a team with no doors or

windows.

The Phillies finished a distant second in the National League East in

his first season with the club, then slid steadily toward last place.

Bedrosian spent each September watching the pennant races unfold

on the Veterans Stadium scoreboard.

It seemed like a world far, far away.

But on June 18, the Phillies did a merciful thing. They traded the 31-

year-old right-hander to San Francisco for three prospects: pitchers

Dennis Cook and Terry Mulholland and third baseman Charlie

Hayes.

The Giants had just moved into first place in the NL West and

General Manager Al Rosen felt that with Bedrosian joining lefty

Craig Lefferts in the bullpen, his club would be almost impossible to

catch. He was right on.

Bedrosian recorded a save against Houston in his first game as a

Giant and that was it. San Francisco had sole possession of first

place for the rest of the season.

Fifteen weeks at No. 1.

You can imagine what a shock that was for Bedrosian coming over

from the Phillies, who already were well into their midsummer death

spiral.

''It is a whole different atmosphere here, it is like night and day,''

Bedrosian said.

''Things just weren`t going well in Philadelphia. It was tough to keep

a positive attitude. But I walked in here and I knew right away I was

going to have fun. It was like taking a deep breath of fresh air.

''That`s what winning is like.''

Bedrosian helped to keep the Bay Area bandwagon rolling by

posting 17 saves in 39 appearances with the Giants. He was stung by

some long balls-hence his 1-4 record-but, overall, he pitched well.

His 2.68 earned-run average reflects that.

''Steve started off real strong for us, then he had trouble with his

mechanics,'' said Craig, a master at rectifying such things.

''He was opening up with his (left) shoulder. It hurt his control; his

pitches were up in the strike zone. But we worked on it and he

settled down. He has been in a good groove the last month or so.''

Bedrosian has allowed just three earned runs in his last 22 outings

dating to Aug. 2.

He has allowed two earned runs, total, at Candlestick Park since

becoming a Giant. Both runs came on homers: one by Atlanta`s Dale

Murphy (Sept. 12), the other by the Dodgers` Mike Scioscia (Sept.

21).

Bedrosian still has trouble in that area. He allowed 12 homers this

season in 85 innings pitched, including his time with the Phillies.

''That happens to power pitchers,'' Bedrosian said. ''You live and die

with the fastball and slider. Some nights you live, some nights you

die. You just hope over the course of a season you come out ahead. I

think I have.

''For me, the key is control. If I can throw the slider for strikes, that

sets up the fastball. If I get ahead in the count, the hitter has to worry

about two pitches. (But) if I`m struggling, he can sit on the fastball

and that`s when I get hurt.''

Joining the Giants, of course, means a pitcher gets to work with

Craig, the professor emeritus of the split-fingered fastball. That

devilish, diving pitch has helped to put the .300 hitter on the

endangered species list.

Craig worked with Bedrosian on the splitter for about six weeks.

Bedrosian started off experimenting with it in the bullpen and

developed enough confidence to throw it in a few games, usually as

a changeup when he was ahead in the count.

Bedrosian was intrigued by the pitch-''I got a few strikeouts with it,''

he said-but he never did get consistent with it. Finally, he decided to

put the splitter on the shelf until next spring training, when he will

have more time to tinker around with it.

''I didn`t want to blow a big game for us by throwing one of those

balls in the dirt,'' Bedrosian said. ''When you`re going for a pennant,

you`ve got to go with your best stuff. In my case, that`s the fastball

and slider.

''But I liked what I saw of it (the splitter). I think I`ll be able to work

it into my repertoire next season. It will be nice to have a third

pitch.''

''I think Steve will have a good one,'' Craig said, referring to the

split-finger pitch. ''When he releases it right, his ball really explodes.

All he needs is a little work to get consistent.''

But that`s another project for another time.

Right now, Bedrosian is pitching in the postseason for the first time

since 1982, his rookie year with Atlanta.

Back then, he was the setup man for veteran sidewinder Gene

Garber.

The Braves were swept by St. Louis that year and Bedrosian pitched

only one inning, allowing three hits and two runs. Of course, he was

just a kid then, awed by the bright lights and hustle-bustle of playoff

baseball.

Today, Bedrosian is older and wiser. He feels better equipped to deal

with the pressure that comes with working short relief in October.

''In `82, I was one year out of the minors, I was in my first season as

a reliever,'' Bedrosian recalled. ''I thought I was ready for that

(challenge), but I wasn`t, not really.

''Now I`ve been in almost every (game) situation and I`ve had

success. I know what I have to do, I know what I CAN do. I`ve been

waiting seven years for this chance to come around again.

''I wish this could have happened in Philadelphia. I liked that town, I

liked the fans. I kept thinking, `Maybe this will be our year.` But it

never happened. It`s too bad, because I would`ve liked to finish my

career there.

''Lee (Thomas, general manager) was straight with me,'' Bedrosian

said.

''He said there was a chance the club would move me if we got off to

a slow start this year. He said there was no sense keeping me around

if there weren`t any (save) opportunities, and he was right.

''The problem was the trade rumors dragged on and on. I went to the

ballpark every day not knowing if I`d be dressing or packing. When

Lee finally told me I was traded to San Francisco, I was relieved,

because I knew I`d have a role here. I didn`t have one in

Philadelphia.''

Lest anyone forget, Bedrosian was a great acquisition for the

Phillies, coming over from Atlanta with Milt Thompson in exchange

for catcher Ozzie Virgil (now with Toronto) and pitcher Pete Smith.

In his Cy Young season, Bedrock saved 40 games and won 5 for a

team that finished 80-82. That same year, Bedrosian set what was

then a major league record by recording saves in 13 consecutive

appearances.

Last season, he missed most of spring training with pneumonia and

pleurisy, yet still managed to save 28 games (fourth best in the

National League) for a last-place ballclub.

Bedrosian has fit in nicely with the Giants, right down to his beard.

''When I came here, Roger suggested I shave it off,'' Bedrosian said.

''It wasn`t a rule or anything, but no one else had one and I didn`t

want to rock the boat. I thought it was a small price to pay for being

in first place.

''But once I shaved it (he kept the mustache), I realized I missed it. I

had worn the beard ever since my rookie year. I just didn`t feel right

without it. I went back to Roger and asked if I could let it grow back.

''He said, `Look, I`ll still respect you whatever you do. I`ll still give

you the ball. If you feel better with (the beard), fine.` I asked the

other players and they said it was OK with them. So I grew it back.

''The other day, Roger stopped me and said, `You know, that beard

does look good on you.` That`s the way things are here. Everyone

respects the other guy.

''That`s part of being a winner.''
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